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State of South Dakota
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HOUSE BILL  NO.   1136

Introduced by: Representatives Cutler, Boomgarden, Faehn, Haley, Haverly, Klaudt, McCoy,
and Roberts and Senators Adelstein, Duniphan, Koetzle, Kooistra, Nesselhuf,
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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise certain provisions relating to the practice of1

marriage and family therapy.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That § 36-33-4 be amended to read as follows:4

36-33-4. It is a Class 2 misdemeanor for any person to engage in the practice of, or attempt5

to practice, marriage and family therapy as a licensed marriage and family therapist without a6

license issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.7

Section 2. That § 36-33-7 be repealed.8

36-33-7. Any of the following persons are exempt from the requirements of this chapter:9

(1) A person practicing marriage and family therapy as part of that person's duties as an10

employee of:11

(a) A recognized educational institution, or a federal, state, county, or local12

governmental institution or agency while performing those duties for which13

the person was employed by such institution, agency, or facility; or14

(b) An organization which is nonprofit and which meets community needs while15
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performing those duties for which the person was employed by such an1

agency;2

(2) A person who is a marriage and family therapy intern or person preparing for the3

practice of marriage and family therapy under qualified supervision in a training4

institution or facility or supervisory arrangement recognized and approved by the5

board, if the person is designated by a title such as marriage therapy intern, family6

therapy intern, or some other title clearly indicating such training status.7

Section 3. That § 36-33-8 be amended to read as follows:8

36-33-8. Nothing in this chapter may be construed to prevent any other qualified9

professional, including a clinical social worker, psychiatric nurse, professional counselor,10

clinical and counseling psychologist, physician, attorney-at-law, or member of the clergy, from11

performing or advertising the performance of marriage and family therapy consistent with the12

accepted standards of that person's profession. However, no such person may use a title or13

description stating or implying that the person is licensed to practice marriage and family14

therapy pursuant to this chapter. This chapter does not apply to the activities and services of a15

person practicing marriage and family therapy as part of that person's duties as a:16

(1) Professional licensed or certified under this title acting in a manner consistent with17

state law regarding the scope of practice;18

(2) Member of the clergy;19

(3) Person performing volunteer services for a public or private nonprofit organization;20

(4) Person employed by a school, college, university, or other institution of higher21

learning;22

(5) Person who is employed by a federal, state, county, or local governmental institution23

or agency while performing those duties for which the person was employed by the24
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institution, agency, or facility;1

(6) Person who is employed by a licensed health care facility, an accredited prevention2

or treatment facility, an adjustment training center, a nonprofit mental health center,3

or a licensed or registered child welfare agency; or4

(7) Person who is a marriage and family therapy intern or person preparing for the5

practice of marriage and family therapy under qualified supervision in a training6

institution or facility or supervisory arrangement recognized and approved by the7

board, if the person is designated by a title such as marriage therapy intern, family8

therapy intern, or some other title clearly indicating such training status.9

Students enrolled in recognized programs of study leading to marriage and family therapy10

degrees may practice only under the direct supervision of a marriage and family therapist11

licensed under this chapter or an educator of marriage and family therapy or counseling.12


